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L A Relation of a Hew Ifland , which was rat fed up 
from the Bottom of the Sea, on the i id of May 
1707. in the Bay of Santorini, in the Archi¬ 
pelago. Written by Father Goree (a fefnit) an 
Eye-witnefs. 

A MONG the Prodigies of Nature, and the moft 
furprizing things which She has at any time pro¬ 
duc’d, we may, in my Opinion, very juftly reckon an 
Ifland which rofe up from the Bottom of the Sea, 
about 4 Years ago, in the Bay which makes the Harbour 
of the Ifle of Santorini in the Archipelago ; efpecially if 
we coniider the Situation, Manner, and all the other 
Circumftances of the Formation of this New ifland. 
For what can be more furprizing, than to fee Fire, not 
only break out of the Bowels of the Earth, but alfo 
to make itfelf a Paflage through the Waters of the Sea, 
without being extinguilhed > Or what can be more 
extraordinary, or foreign to our common Notions of 
things, than to fee the Bottom of the Sea rife up into 
a Mountain above the Water, and to become fo firm 
an Illand, as to be able to refift the violence of the 
greateft Storms ? I know very well, that Subterraneous 
Fires, when pent in a narrow Paflage, are able to raife up 
a Mafs of Earth as large as an Ifland : But that this 
Ihould be done in fo regular and exatt a manner, that 
the Water of the Sea cannot any ways penetrate to, and 
extinguilh them 5 that the Fire itfelf, after having made 
fo many Vent-holes and Paflages, Ihould notwithftand- 
ing retain a force fufficient to raife up fo great a Mals; 
and in fine, after the Fire is extinft, that this great Mafs 
Ihould not fall or fink down again thro’ its own weight, 
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but ftill remain of the fame Height that the Fire had 
raifed it. This is what to me feems more furprizing 
than any thing that has been related of Mount Gibel, 
Vefuvius, or any other Volcano. 

Yet this is not the firft time that thefe Prodigies in 
Nature have been feeq at Santorini : For, if it be not true, 
that this Ifland itfelf, which was anciently call’d Thera, 
was in like manner raifed out of the Sea (as Pliny allures 
us it was,) it is at leaft mod certain, that three other 
fmall Iflands (two ot which lye within the Bay of San¬ 
torini , and the third a little without it) have been 
formed and raifed up above the Sea by Subterraneous 
Fires. 

The firft of thefe Iflands, which was anciently call'd 
Hiera , becaufe it was (as is thought) dedicated to Pluto , 
is now named Megali Kammeni , that is to fay, the Great 
Burnt Ifland. JuJlin (/. 30. c. 4) fpeaking of the firft 
War of the Romans with the Macedonians, and of the 
two Months Truce which Philip King of Macedonia nd 
Father of Perfes, then demanded, and which he obtain’d, 
according to Salianus , the 4th Year of the 145th Olym¬ 
piad, and the 196th Year before the Birth of our Lord, 
tells us, that this Ifland rote up from the Bottom of the 
Sea this very Year after an Earthquake. His Words are 
thefe. Eodem anno inter Infulas Theramenem & Thera . 
fiam, medio ntriufque rip£ & mark fpatio , terr£ motut fuit 5, 
in quo , cum admiratione navigantiutn, repente exprojnndo 
cum calidk aquk infula emerfit. 

It became half as big again, in the Year of our Lord 
726, by the joyning of another Ifland to it 5 which, ac¬ 
cording to the Relation of Theophanes, a Greek, Author, 
cited by Baronins , rofe alto out of the Sea, and raifed 
itfelf exaftly to the fame height as the Ifland Hiera , 
and united fo well to it, that at- this time there remains 
no other mark of its joyning, than only a Cleft or 
Fiflure, which reaches from one end of the Ifland to 
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the ■ other, and in feveral Places is not half a Foot 
broad. 

The fame thing happened a fecond time in the Year 
1457. as appears by a Latin fnfcripdon upon a Marble 
at Santorini: But with this difference, that the Sub¬ 
terraneous Fire, after having raifed to the height of 5 
or 6 Foot above the Water a vaft quantity of Rocks, 
which formed a fpace about a Mile in Circumference, 
opened a Paifage for the Sea-Water to enter, by which 
it was extinguilh’d 5 and the middle of that fpace re¬ 
main’d fo low, that the Sea flowing into it by a Sub* 
terraneous Canal, made there a fmall Lake, which con¬ 
tinues to this Day. 

As to the fecond Ifland, which is a little without the 
Bay, and is call’d in Greeks Affrontji, or the White Ifland, 
becaufe the Earth, with which it is covered, is white 
like Lime 3 Pliny , who lived in the time of the Emperor 
Yefvafian, fays, that it rofe out of the Sea, and appeared 
in his time. 

The third Ifland, which is the leaft, and is called by 
the Greeks Mikyi Kammni, or the Lejfer Burnt Ifland, 
was formed in the Year 1573. according to the relation 
of feveral Old People, who learned it of their Ance- 
flors : And it is between this little Ifland and the Great 
Kammeniy that on the 23d of May ('New Stile) in the 
Year 1707. at break of Day, the New Ifland, of which 
I am now going to fpeak, was firft difcovered. 

Five Days before it appeared, viz. on the 18th of 
May, between one and two of the Clock in the After¬ 
noon, there was at Santorini an Earthquake, which was 
■not violent, and continued but a Moment: And in 
the Night between the asd and 33d, there was alfo 
another, which was yet lefs fenfible than the former. 

It is natural to imagine, that it was then, that the 
New Ifl&nd firft began to move and raife itfelf from the 
bottom of the Sea; Yet, if we confider, that thefe two 
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Earthquakes were not violent, and lafted but a Moment, 
and that the Bottom of the Sea was in this Place from 3o 
to 100 Fathom deep, it feems difficult to believe, that 
in 5 Days time, it could rile to this Height. What in¬ 
clines me to think the contrary, is, that the Height it 
is at prefent above the Surface of the Sea, and which it 
did not arrive to in lefs than 3 Years time, is much lefs 
than that from the Bottom of the Sea to the Surface of 
the Water, as I fnall Ihow hereafter. Add to this, that 
a long time before thefe Earthquakes, the Filhermen 
perceived an ill Smell every time they palled by that 
place; which Ihows that the Ifland had then begun to 
move: Notwithftanding it is very certain, that there 
have not been any other Earthquakes at Santorini, than 
thofe, which, 14 or 15 Years ago, continued for feve- 
ral Days, and were very violent. Howfoever it was, 
fome Seamen difcover’d this Ifland early in the Morning 5 
but not being able to diftinguilh what it was, they 
imagined it to be fome VelTel that had fuflered Ship- 
wrack, and was driven thither by the Sea. In hopes of 
making an Advantage to themfelves by it, they went 
immediately to it $ but as foon as they found that it 
was a New Ifland, they grew afraid, and returning as 
haftily back again, fpread the report over the whole I- 
fland $ which was the more readily credited, becaufe all 
the Inhabitants knew, and feveral of them had them¬ 
felves feen, what happened in the Year 1650. There 
was then a New Ifland, like to the prefent, which, be¬ 
tween the Iflands of Santorini, Nio , and Andro , rofe up 
by means of Subterraneous Fires, which caufed feveral 
violent Earthquakes, accompanied with a roaring Noife 
under ground, Sulphureous Exhalations, an infupportable 
Stench, and a black Smoak, which rofe out of the Sea 
with Flames to the height of 10 or 12 Cubits. The 
Sea was then lo tolled backwards and forwards by the 
terrible Shocks of the Earth, that it overflowed and 
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deflroyed 50000 Perches of Land in Santorini ; and the 
Air was fo infeded with Exhalations which came from 
the Fire, that 25 Perfons, and a great many Beads, were 
flitted. At lad, when this Ifland had not above g or 10 
Fathom ol Water to rile, fo as to appear above the Sur¬ 
face of the Sea, the force of the Subterraneous Fire was 
fo violent, as to open a Pafiage before its time, by which 
the Water of the Sea entring in like a Torrent, cxtin- 
guifhed the Fire, and this Mafs ol Earth and Stones did 
not rife any higher- Let us now return to our new 
Phenomenon. 

How great foever the Fright of the Inhabitants of 
Santorini was, at the firft fight ol this New ifland, yet 
3 few Days after, not feeing any appearance either" of 
Fire or Smoak, fome of them, more bold that the reft, 
took a refolurion to go and view the Situation of it ; 
Which they did accordingly; and not imagining any 
Danger, went on Shore upon it. As they had no other 
defign, but to fatisfy their Curiofity, they palled from 
one Rock to another, upon which they met with feve- 
ral very remarkable Curiofities, among which we may 
reckon a fort of White Stone, which cuts like Bread, 
and refembles it fo well in form, colour, and confiftencc, 
that were it not for its tafte any one would take it for 
real Bread.- But what pleafed them more, was a great 
number of frelh Oyflers which they found flicking to 
the Rocks; which being very fcarce in that Country, 
by reafon of the depth of the Sea, they got as many of 
them as they could. 

While they were bufy about this, they perceived the 
Ifland move and (hake under their Feer. This was fuf- 
licient to make them leave it immediately, and to return 
back fafter than they came. In (hort, the rifing of the 
Ifland was vifible to the Eye, and it encreafed not only 
in Height, but alfo in Length and Brcdth, Tho’ it was 
already between 15 and 20 Foot high above the Sea, it 
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could not yet be feen from the Mountain Merovigli, or 
the Caftle of Scaro, which ftands upon the Shore, by 
reafon the Lefler Kamtneniy above mentioned, jay be¬ 
tween, and hinder’d the fight; But at 15 Days end, they 
began to fee it from Merovlgli , and in a few Days after, 
from the Caftle of Scaro fituated upon another Mountain, 
which, tho’ it be very high, in refpeft to the Sea, yet it 
is much lower than that of Merovigli, to which it joyns. 
From whence we may judge how much this New Ifland 
grew in Height in a few Days. 

As the motion, by which this Ifland increafed every 
Day in Height, was fomedmes equal, and at other times 
unequal, in refped to all the Parts of fo great a Mafs > 
fo it did not always rife equally on every fide. It of¬ 
ten happened, that while it grew in Height and Length 
on one fide, it funk down and decreafed on the other. 
I one Day faw a Rock rife out of the Sea, at 40 or 50 
Paces diftant from the Ifland, which I continued to ob- 
ferve for 4 Days together 5 at the end of which time it 
funk again into the Sea, and did not appear any more : 
But this was different from what happened to fbme o- 
thers 5 which having difappeared, at this did, they re¬ 
appeared again fbme time after. 

The Lefler Karnmeni, which lies very near, was often 
fhaken with the Motion which raifed this New Ifland. 
From a fmall Cleft, which we obferved upon the top of 
this little Ifland, fomedmes Stones would break loofe 5 
which rolling down its fides into the Sea, would raife, 
as it were, a Cloud of Duft, which fome People took 
to be Snaoak, but in reaiity it was not fo; 

At this time, the Sea, which is contained within 
the Gulf or Bay of Santorini , feveral times changed its 
Colour: At firft it appeared Green, afterwards Redifh, 
and fometime after of a Yellowifh Colour ^ with a 
Stink, which fpreading itfelf over great part of Santo- 
riniy made us imagine that this Colour proceeded from 
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nothing elle but the Sulphur with which the Sea was 
covered. 

The Smoak appeared firft upon the 16th of July : At 
which time, from a place in the Sea, where (they allured 
me) they could never before find any Bottom, and which 
was above 60 Paces diftant from the New Ifland (which 
they then called the White Ifland) there rofe up a Ridge 
of Black Stones, which the Greeks , by reafon of their 
hardnefs, call Sidercpetres, or Iron-Stones, which formed 
another Ifland, named by the Inhabitants the Black Ifland; 
and which was afterwards not only the Center of the 
whole Ifland, but alfo of the Fire, and Smoak, and 
great Noife, that was heard fome time after. 

The Smoak, which ilfued out of this Ridge of Stones, 
or Black Ifland, was very thick and white, as if it had 
proceeded from 5 or 6 Lime-Kilns joyned together ; 
and being carried by a North Wind towards the Caftle 
of Acrotiri, it went into the Houfes of the Inhabitants, 
but without caufingany great annoyance, becaufe it had 
no very ill Smell. Four Days after the Smcak had thus 
appeared, they faw in the Night time Fire ifluing out 
from the fame place. 

It was then, rhat the Inhabitants of Santorini , and 
efpecially thofe of the Caftle of Scaro t began to be in 
good earneft afraid. They confidered that their Caftle 
was fituated upon a Promontory, that was very narrow, 
and near to the Black Ifland; and that the time drew 
near, in which they muft expert it either to be blown up 
into the Air, or overturn’d by fome Shock of the 
Earth. They had continually before their Eyes Fire 
and Smoak 5, and this difmal Speftacle made them ap¬ 
prehend, that there might be feveral Mines of Vitriol 
and Sulphur in the Ifland of Santorini, which would 
loon take Fire ; and that therefore the fafeft way for 
them was to abandon the Country, and retire to fome 
other Ifland, And indeed fome took this refolution; 
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and there was no other way left to fatisfy the reft, but 
by telling them, that if they would retire further into 
the Country, they would be fafe there-, and that if the 
Cattle was in Danger, yet they muft neceffarily fee the 
Letter Kammeni firft entirely deftroyed, not only becaufc 
it lay between the Caftle and the Black lfland, but alfo 
becaufe it was much nearer to it than to the Caftle. 

The lurks, who were then at Santorini , colle&ing the 
Tribute which this lfland pays yearly to the Grand 
Signior , were not lefs afraid than the other People: 
Being amazed to fee Fire break out of the Sea where it 
was fo deep, they intreated the Chriftians to pray to 
God, and especially to make their young Children cry 
Kirie Eleifon ; becaufe, as the} fa id, the Children not ha¬ 
ving offended God, they could more eafily appeafe his 
Anger than older Perfons. The Fire, however, was 
then but very little, being not above the breadth of the 
Mou;h of a Furnace, and did not appear in the Day 
time, but only in the Night, from Sun fetting to Sun 
riling 5 and was fo far from fpreading the whole length 
of the Ridge of Stones above-mention’d, that it pof* 
fefs’d but one fmall part of it, which was always after¬ 
wards the common Paflage for the Smoak and Fire, 
which I (hall fpeak of hereafter. 

As for the firft lfland, or White lfland, we did not 
fee there either Fire or Smoak $ yet it conrinued to grow 
bigger, but the Black lfland increafed much fattier. Wo 
faw every Day great Rocks rile up on every fide of it, 
which made it fometimes longer, and at other times 
broader $ and by the Height of them we could very nearly 
judge how many Foot it rofe up every Day or Night.* 
Sometimes thele Rocks joyned to the lfland, and at o- 
ther times they were at a diftance from it $ lo that in 
lefs than a Month, there were four little Black Iflands, 
which in a few Days after, united together, and made 
but one lfland. 
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As the Smoak encreafed very much, and there was 
no Wind ftirring, it rofe up to the middle Region 
of the Air, fo as to be feen ("as feveral credible Per¬ 
rons a ffu red me) at C andia, Naxos, and other I (lands 5 
and in the Night time it appear’d of a Flame to 15 or 20 
Foot high. The Sea was at that time covered with a 
Matter or Froarh, which in forne places was reddifh, 
and in others yellowilh 5 from whence there proceeded 
fo great a Stench over the whole Ifland of Santorini , 
that for fear of being infeCted, feveral Perfons were ob¬ 
liged to burn incenfe, and others to make Fires upon the 
tops of their Houfes, to difperie it and to purify the Air. 
By good luck it did not continue above a Day and half; 
for a ftrong South-Weft Wind arofe, which, together 
with the Motion of the Sea, did indeed difperfe this 
froathy Matter, but occafioned otherways a great da¬ 
mage to the belt part of the Ifland of Santorini. At 
that time they were in great hopes of having fhortly a 
very plentiful Vintage; when this Wind carried all the 
Smoak on upon their Vineyards, which burnt them up 
in fuch a manner, that the Grapes (which were not yet 
ripe ) turned in one Nights time like dryed Raifons, fo 
that they were forced afterwards to throw them away, 
becaufe of their fowernefs^ which was a great Grie¬ 
vance to moft of the Inhabitants, the greateft part of 
whole Revenue confifts in Wines. 

The firft who brought this forrowful News was a 
poor honeft Man, who fail’d not early every Morn¬ 
ing to vilit his fmall Vineyard, and was not a little re- 
joyc’d to fee it fo well ftor’d with plenty of good 
Fruit: He went as ufual, not dreading this unlook’d 
for Calamity 5 and finding it all thus unexpectedly 
blafted, was fttuck with fuch fudden Aftonifhmenf, that 
he wandered about a long time like one out of his Senies, 
looking for his Vineyard in the Vineyard itfelf 5 but 
coming to himfelf, at length returned home, proclaim- 
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ing his misfortune in foch a Tone, and with lucit Ex- 
preffions of Grief and Amazement, as rais’d at once both 
Pity and Laughter. 

Nor was this the only effed occaflon’d by this thick 
Smoak 5 for it is farther remarkable, that Silver and 
and Copper were changed black by it: And tho* feme 
People, who were forced to pafs thro’ the Smoak m 
going to their Houfes, affured me, that it had no very 
ill fmell with it; yet feveral of them were, that and the 
next Day after, troubled with great pains of their Head. 
At this time the White Ifland, which (a9 I have faid 
before) ftemed to be above the Letter Ka&meni, and 
could be feen from the firft Floor of the Houfcs in the 
Gaftle of Scant, funk down fo low, that it could not be 
feen from the fecond. 

Hitherto the Sea had not been obferved to boil up, 
or any Noife heard upon the Black Ifland: But upon 
the 31ft of the Sea was feen to emit Smoak at two 
feveral Places 5 one of which was about 30, and the o- 
ther above 60 Paces diftant from the Ifland. In thefe 
two places, both of which were perfe&ly round, the 
Water of the Sea looked like Oyl, and feemed to rife 
up and bubble: Which is continued to do for more 
than a Month 5 in which time there were a great many 
Fiflies found dead on the Shore, occafioned by their hap¬ 
pening to have been too near thefe two Places. 

The Night following there was heard a dull hollow 
Noife, much like that of feveral Cannons (hot off at a 
diftance: And at the fame time there, was feen to rife 
out of the midft of the Funnel Flames of Fire, which 
darted very high into the Air, and difappeared imme¬ 
diately. Next Day there was heard feveral Returns of 
the fame Noife, which was followed by a Smoak, not 
white, as ufual, but blackifh •, and which, notwithftand- 
ing a very frefti North Wind, rofe up in a Moment, to 
a prodigious Height, in form of a Column, and in the 
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Night time would, in all probability, have appeared, as 
if it were all on Fire. 

Jttgujl the 7th, the Noife alter’d 3 and from being 
dull, as before, it became very loud, and refembied the 
Noife which is made when feveral great Stones are 
thrown all together into a very deep Well: And l 
really believe that this Great Noife was occafioned by 
feveral large pieces of Rocks, which after having been 
raifed up with the Ifland by the violence of the Fire, 
broke of by reafon of their weight, and fell back again 
into the Subterranean Caverns. What confirms me m 
this thought is, that I faw then the Ends oi this Ifland 
in fo great a Motion, that after having appear’d for tome 
Days, they then difappear’d, and afterwards re-appear’d 
again a-new. Howfoever it was, this Noife after having 
continued fo for near a Month, was followed by another 
much louder and more extraordinary : It fo nearly re¬ 
fembied Thunder, that when it did really Thunder, as 
it happen’d to do $ or 4 times, there was very little dif¬ 
ference between the one and the other. 

As the Paffage, which the Fire had made itfelf by its 
violence thro’ fo many Rocks, was not, in all probabi¬ 
lity, in a ftrait Line, and was in fome places narrower, 
and in others larger and more free 3 fo it is probable, 
that the Fire, or rather the Sulphureous and burning 
Exhalations, caufed this great Noife, by turning from 
fide to fide in thefe winding Caverns, and endeavouring 
to get a Paifage out, which was difficult for them to 
find : Which was the caufe that the Noife of this Sub¬ 
terraneous Thunder was fometimes not fo loud, and a 
little while after grew more violent,and fometimes was fo 
ftunning, that People talking together could fcarce hear 
one another fpeak 3 and that the Black Ifland, which 
was already very high, feemed to crack on every fide 3 
and inlhort, that the inclofed Fire, after feveral Wind¬ 
ings and Turnings, having colletting a fhfficient force, 
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was able to break out with a Noife equal to that of fe- 
veral Cannons difeharged at once: 

Auguji 21.'the Smoak deminiftied confiderably, asalfo 
the Fire: There did not appear any in the Night 5 but 
the next Day both returned with greater force than at 
any rime before; The Smoak was reddifh and very thick, 
and the Fire fo great, that the Water of the Sea fmoak’d 
and bubbled up all round the Black Ifland. I had in 
the Night the Curiofity to view with a Telefcope the 
great Fire that appeared upon the Mountain of this 
Ifland, and I number’d 60 Openings or Funnels, which 
threw out all of them a very bright Fire, and were 
divided from one another by Rocks. In all probabi¬ 
lity there were others, and perhaps as many, on the o- 
ther fide of the Mountain, which I could not fee. Next 
Morning I obferved that the Ifland had been very much 
raifed in the Night* that a Range of Rocks about 50 
Foot long was rofe out of the Water, which made the 
Ifland broader than it was before * and that the Sea was 
almoft covered over with the reddilh froathy Matter, 
above-mentioned. This Matter, or Froth, appeared up¬ 
on the Sea every time that the Ifland increased confide¬ 
rably ; and occafioned a ftink, much like that of the 
Sink of a Ship : Which we may imagine to arife from a 
flimy Earth mixed with Sulphur, which being raifed up 
with the Rocks, and coming to be wafhed off by the 
Waves, was looftned and diluted by the Water, and fo 
fo fent up to the Surface the Salts with which it was 
loaded. 

The Fire had hitherto appeared but only in one place, 
upon the Top of the Black Ifland $ but on the 5th of 
September it made itfelf another Paflage, and appeared 
at the End of that Ifland, on the fide next Terafia y which 
is another Ifland which fome Authors fay was formerly 
foyned to that of S'*ntorini, and was feparated from it 
by an Earthquake. The Fire did not contiftne at this 
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End but a few Days, during which it decreafed at the 
place whence ic ufed commonly co iflue out. And here 
wc were very agreeably furpriz’d, in feeing the Fire 3 
feveral times dart out trom tiiis place with u any Noife, 
and rife up in the Air like a large R eke . 1 tie following 
Days there was much the fame Spedhcle; ior the Subter¬ 
raneous Thunder, after having made a great Noife, broke 
out from time to time with -a C. <p as loud as that of a 
Cannon, (which the Inhabitants we>e -h. u fo t r from be¬ 
ing afraid of, that they took pleafure in m ^ it) and 
was accompanied with a-very beautiful and large Fire, 
which thooting up in an initant to a great Height, fell 
again on the Ifland, and illuminated it almoft ill over. 
I cannot better reprefent the Figure that the Fire made 
in the Air, than by comparing ic to a Certain Artificial 
Fire-work I have fieen in trance, and is there called the 
Gerbe: But with this difference notwithftanding, that 
this Fire, of which I am (peaking, rofe much higher and 
was much larger, but not fo diftinft as that of the Gerbe . 
The Pleafure, however, that they had, in viewing 
thefe Natural Fires, which fo nearly refembled Artificial 
ones, was not a little difturbed by a Phenomenon which 
the Inhabitants believed to be an ill Omen to them; lor 
immediately after the Fire was darted out, as I have 
faid, in the manner of a Rocket, there appeared in the Air 
a Blaze, in the form of a long fiery Sword, which con¬ 
tinued fometiine, without moving, over the Cattle of 
Scare, and Afterwards difappeared. 

At that time alfo, the White Ifland and the Black Ifland, 
having increafed in length, in proportion as they rofe in 
Height, urtiied together 5 and the End of the Black ifland, 
towards 1 he South-Eaft, began not to increafe any more, 
either in Height or Length, while the End toward 
the Weft increafed very fenfibl'y to v e Sight: Which 
makes me imagine, that the Mine of Sulphur being at 
this place, and the Fire not finding any Pafjage out here, 

had 
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had force to raife up this part and not the other ; tof 
in the middle of the Ifland it always found Openings 
todffue out ar, together with the Sti^ak. It had then 4 
Paffages there, which were fo near one another, that one 
could not well diftinguifh them afunder, but by theSmoak: 
Ido not mean that Smoak which commonly iffued out 
and was continual, but that which rofe up at fome certain 
times with a great force 5 for this Smoak came forth 
fometimes from one Paffage, and fometimes from ano¬ 
ther, and oftentimes out of all four together 5 fome¬ 
times with a great Noife, and at other times without 
any Noife at all, tho’ then alfo it iffued out with the 
fame impetuofity. 

Out of thefe Paffages alfb there came a whiffling 
Noife, like that of an Organ Pipe 5 which, by the vari¬ 
ety of Sound it made, pleafed the Inhabitants as often 
as the Subterraneous Thunder ceafed. 

One would think, that the Noife of this Thunder 
fhould not then be fo loud, by reafon of the feveral 
Paffages of which I have fpoken; yet, notwithftanding* 
it was not at any time fo great and fo frequent as r it 
was then, and as it was above fix Months after. It 
was then, as I faid, like the Report of a Cannon: 
And there did not pafs a Day or a Night, but we heard 
5 or 6, fometimes 10 or ia of ’em ; and at the fame 
time feveral great burning Stones were thrown into the 
Air 5 fome of which falling one Day upon the Great 
Kjmmcni, fet fire to fome Thickets of Bullies upon that 
little Ifland 5 and others being caff a great way into the 
Sea, had certainly deftroyed a frnall Veflel that pafied by 
at above a Miles diffance, if it had gone by never lb 
little later. Thefe Claps were always attended with this 
Smoak I have mentioned, which was very different from 
that ,which iffued out continually from the Gulf of Fire 
almoff in the middle of the Ifland; for this was much 
thicker and blacker, and rofe in an inftant much higher, 
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and was notdifperfed ’till fome time after, and then fell 
in Allies upon the Country, or into the Sea; fome of 
which the Wind fometimes carried as far as Anacnphi , 
an 1 Hand about 25 Miles diftant from the Bay of San¬ 
torini . 

Some PerfonS had the Curiofity to gather fome of thefe 
Afhes, (which were of a Colour between black and 
white) and put them into the Fire, imagining they would 
burn like Gun powder, which they very much refembled ; 
but they produced no other effcft, than only making 
a fmall hilling Noife. 

September the 18th, two Hours after Midnight, there 
was an Earthquake at Santorini 5 with which they were 
the more furprized, becaufe they lead fufpefred if, 
the Subterraneous Fires having had fo free a Pafiage 
for fo long a time. It did not do any damage; and 
had no other effeft than to enlarge very much the I- 
iland, and to remove for fome Days the Fire and Smoak 
into orher Places, through new Paffages which it 
made, and to increafe very confiderably both of em. 
And in truth, I never faw fo much Fire, or heard fuch 
terrible Claps, as after this Earthquake. By the vio¬ 
lence of thefe Claps, Houfes were fhaken at above 3 
Miles diftance; and out of the midft of a great Smoak, 
which rofe up and appeared like a Mountain, one might 
fee and hear great pieces of Rocks fall down into the 
Sea and upon the Ifland, which were thrown cut with 
the fame Violence and Noife as a Bullet out of the 
Mouth of a Cannon. 

The Leffer Kammtni was feveral times quite covered 
over with great Stones cover’d with burning Sulphiy 5 
feveral of which rolling afterwards from the top of this 
little Illand into the Se3, made a very bright Light and 
pleafant appearance in the Night. I thought at firft, 
that the Fire had patted under ground from the New 
Ifland to this ; becaufe they are not very far afunder: 
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But ! (bon found ray niiftake, and that this Fire pro¬ 
ceeded only from thefe Scones fulphur’d over 5 for the 
Sulphur, with which they were crufted over, being 
confumed, they were all extinguilh’d in half a quarter 
of an Hours time, except fome tew which remained alight 
above half an Hour. One Day, when the Leffer Ka/n* 
went was all on Fire, after one of thefe furious Claps, 
and <he Air was fo too, thro’ the frequent Flalhes of 
Fire that appeared in the Clouds, we faw, by a furpri- 
acing Accident, three Flalhes come out of the places 
where the Fire was, which one could not diftinguilh 
from real Lightning, but that they wove formed lower, 
and were at the two Ends of the Ifland. By the vio¬ 
lence of one of thefe Claps, part of the top of the New 
Ifland was carried off into the Sea,; and feveral Stones 
were thrown to above two Miles diftance: And, as if 
the Mine had been exhaufled by this great Clap, three 
or four Days palled without any Noife, and almoft 
without any Fire or Smoak. They thought then, that 
they flioula have feen an end of it : But the Fire 
kindled again, and the Ifland became more terrible than 
before* I was then at a Village 6 Miles diftant 5 where 
we heard fo diftin&ly (notwithftanding it lay under a 
Mountain) the Blaft of the Mine^ that the Inhabitants 
were fo frighted at fuch an extraordinary Clap, that I 
was forced to put ’em in heart, and they run immedi¬ 
ately to Church to fay their Prayers, and recommend 
themfelves to God. At my return to the Caftle of 
Scare , I found the People much more alarmed than they 
were in the Village 5 and was informed immediately, 
that the Caftle had fuffered (b violent a Shake, that 
the Doors of the Houles, and the Windows that were 
(hut, were opened by the force and violence of the 
Clap. 

February the 10th 1708. at half an Hour after Eight 
of the Clock in the Morning, there was, another Earth¬ 
quake 
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quake at Santorini $ and fome Perfons allured me, that 
there was another the Night before, but not fo lenlible 
as this. If we - may judge by what is paft, our Volcano 
is fo far from drawing fhortly to an end, that it gets 
new force by other Veins of Sulphur which take Fire 
at a greater diftance. We have Inftances of this in the 
Fire and Flames which rife fo frequently into the Air, 
and fell again over the whole Illand, making in the 
Night time as fine a Spe&acle as was ever feen in Arti¬ 
ficial Fire^Works. Befides this, feveral great Rocks, 
joyning to the Ifland, which before were even with 
the Water, have been raifed much higher ; and the 
Noife, Sraoak; and boyling of the Sea, increafe fb 
touch, that tho' the Inhabitants of Santorini have been 
fb long accuftomed to fee all thefe things, yet they 
could not help being more afraid than before. And 
certainly not without reafon ; for the Subterraneous 
Noife was more violent than ever, and continued feve- 
ral Days together without any Intermiffion; and in 
the fpace of a quarter of an Hour the Mine difcharged 
ltfelf 5 or 6 times$ the Noife of which, with the great 
quantity of Stones it threw into the Air, the Shocks ir 
gave the Houfes, and the Fire which appeared in open 
Day (which was never feen before) very much furpafies 
all that I have before fpoken of it. 

The 15th of April was remarkable above all other 
Days, for the great number and violence of the Claps $ 
by one of which, near 100 great Stones were mounted 
up all at once into the Air, and fell again at above two 
Miles diftance in the Sea. Tho’ I was then about three 
Miles off from the Ne w ifland, I obflrved one, of a fur- 
prizing grea nefs, which did not rife fo high as the reft 5 
bht was driven farther, in a ftrait Line, like a Cannon 
Ball. This happened to be Eajler-Day (which was up¬ 
on ‘April the 4th, dd Stile, which is ufed at Santo- 
rini) and thisCircumftance contributed not a little to 
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confirm feveral ignorant Greeks in the ridiculous opi¬ 
nion they had, t hat this New I Hand was one of die 
Mouths of Hell, fo that they did not fcruple to fay, 
that the Devils, not being able to tear that Day, as be¬ 
ing jealous of the Glory of the Refurre&ion of our 
Lord, had made all the Efforts that Day that was pof- 
fible: And their Bifliop himfelf was fo infatuated with 
this Opinion, as well as the reft, that he fpoke to me 
very ferioufly about it, and asked me my Thoughts of 
it : But not withftanding whatfoever I could fay to un¬ 
deceive him, I found that he perfifted in his Opinion, 
and would not be perfwaded otherwife. 

From the 15th of April to the 23d of May, which 
was a Year from the Birth ot this New Ifland, what I 
have described above, continued the fame; and 1 did 
not obferve any thing more in particular, unlefs it were 
that the Ifland inereafeti in Height and not in Length j 
and that one furious Glap beat down at once all the 
top of it j which by means of the Afhes and Stones 
ot all fizes that fell upon it Day and Night, was not 
only repaired, but made much higher than it was be¬ 
fore. All particulars began to abate afterwards : The? 
Smoak decreafed ; the ou oterraneous Noife was not fo 
violent; and the Claps, tbo’ they were very frequent, 
were not however lb loud, by reafon that the Funnels, 
which gave a Pah age to. the Fire and Smoak, were then 
much latter than they were before. 

Hitherto I had not been to fee this Ifland, but at a 
distance; for fear the fame ih u'd happen tome, as to 
Pliny when-he went to fee Mount Vefitvius ; and lead 
1 Ihould be fuffocated, as he was, with tne Flames, or 
over-whelm’d with the Stones which this New Ifland 
threw out on every fide. But feeing that there was 
then no danger, I went in company with the Reverend 
Francis Crifpo, the Latin Bifhop of Santorini ; who, as 
well as myfelf, had not feen it before but a diftance, 

and 
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arid had the fame Curiofity as myfclf to view h and 
take all the Dimenfions of it. And as our defign was 
to go a (bore upon it, if polfible, we went dire&ly to it 5 
to do which, we were obliged to pafs over a Place, 
where the Sea fmoak’d very much, but did not bub¬ 
ble. We were no fooner come to this Place, but 
we perceived a Heat ftrike upon our Faces * which 
was nothing elfb but the Fumes of the Sulphur, in the 
midft of which we were at that time. One of the 
Perfons that were with us, who was naturally more 
timerous that the reft, being furpriz’d at this Heat, 
and not knowing the caufe of it, asked from whence 
k proceeded. The Seamen bid him and us put our 
Hands into the Water* which we did, and found it 
fb very hot, that having taken them out again immedi¬ 
ately, the Bilhop bid them make what hafte they could 
away* faying pleafantly, that that Place ruts too hat to 
tarry there long. What fur prized and griev’d me at the 
fame time, was, that we were then 500 Paces off from 
the New Iftand, and that I had not time to found the 
Depth of this Place. From hence we went dire&ly 
over to that part of the Wand, where it had encreafed 
in Length, and where there was more Danger * for 
feeing that the Smoak was very thick, which (howed 
that there was a great Fire all thereabout, we did not 
think it fafe to go any nearer, and fo fatisfy’d our felves 
with viewing only the fpace that was between this New 
Wind and the Lejfer Kammeni * which I found to be 
broader than I imagined, and judged that a Galley 
might pafs thro* the narroweft place of if. After this, 
we went on Shore upon the Great K.amtne»iy that we 
might from thence view nearer, and without any Dan¬ 
ger, the whole Burning Ifland, and efpecially that fide 
of it which we could fcarce fee from the Caftle of Scare. 
From hence it was, that after having well examined all 
Particulars, we judged this New Ifland to be about 
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200* foot in Height, 5 Miles Su Circumference, and a 
Mile over at its broadeft, partv (cAs -to the Form of it, 
it is oblong, and refembles itfcHCbme'fneafure the figure 
of a Dragon 5 as may be feen by the Defign of it, which 
I took from this place. 

After having tarried fometime upon the .Grot? Kaw- 
nwn (wherelwe had the pleafure to fee qftenj not iar 
off, a great many Stones thrown violently out of the Gulf 
of Fire, and fall down again with a terrible Noife upon 
the Ifland) we took a Refblution to coaft it round, and 
logo to the other end of it, not doubting but that we 
might, get on Shore there, becaufe that part of the Ifland 
had not increafed for .feveral Months, and there did not 
appear any Fire or Smoak there: We were within a 
hundred Paces of it, when putting my Hand into the 
Water, I perceived that it was Warm, and that the 
further we went the hotter it grew. At this Inftant the 
Mine difeharged itfelf* and the Wind drove upon, us 
the thick Smoak, which broke out with fitch violence 
every time the Mine took Fire: And a Shower of Afhes 
and little Stones, mot larger than common Hail-Stones, 
falling upon us, we were forced againft our will to quit 
our defign of going on Shore upon the iOand at this 
Place. This Shower of Stones and Afhes being over, 
we retired a little by reafbn of the great heat of the 
Water * and letting down our Plummet, we had at this 
place 95 Fathom of Water, without finding the Bot¬ 
tom, our Line not being long enough. Viewing after¬ 
wards the fpace that was at this end between the illand 
and the Lejfer Kammeni, wa found in feveral places that it 
was narrower at this fide than at the other *, and that if 
the New Illand fhould continue to grow bigger, feveral 
Rocks, which were already half above Water, and rofe 
up nearer to the LeJlerKammm, would in time fhut up the 
PafTage and joyn both the Iflands together,To as to make 
a little Port between ’em, which would be very cornmo- 
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d-ious^ot theShining of Samrw^ Jaeretumingiifem 
wferite »td<xh#»©aftle!<*>f '-Stwojl ^enpa'lM dsyitwa ttfcil& 
Pbftof -tht .■£#$& K*VM*toti% andrfby: tfeafoarofiitoneaf* 
nefs7 cbiild feared 'bolide- what they ^tberej tolld-us>, 
viz,. That they could not hear there $ny of the hJoift 
tfoirt *hi? ^Jetfr^lflsad' made ? Which wei found 4a be 
true and fhtft the TlelghTof fhafe .little ffla&d whs the 
eawfe it 9 

Duri ! ng"aH 'the? rc-ft Of the time : that I .tarried c at $M>- 
to’rini, td* the 15th Of Au’gnfl 1708. (at wlaitfb tSrne I 
carn£ away) the- Sttt^fe^Fjrey Ndi-fei : &te» bdntlwued muth 
the -fiimti as I have now de&rtbe« 1 ’em$ that % to fay, 
they were a! toby's pretty moderate. 

This is all that I can fty of this ¥h£n&mw$n\ all file 
Cifcumftances of wWch l Have related fomuch the mote 
faithfully, becaufe l was tlife only Pe*‘ift>n-- 4 t Scntorim 
who‘kept a Journal of what happened every 'Dayy and 
of Vh'tch I had given you an Account fo©tter> barffiat, 
itt order to mafte if. more comp eat, I waifbd a-long time 
in Vain,; hopes to have.feeri and given you an Account 
of the End bf WJ From my leaving Srhtorint, to this pie* 
feot the ,<£t'h qf j#ty t j-i r. 1 have retefved feveral Letters, 
and have Spen gnd fpofcri with feVetal PerfonS who have 
cqrne from thetice withfri thefe few 1 Days, and they all 
fell me, that the Fiew lflaftd grows Fill iU Length on 
that fide next Teriffct That jf is now about 0 Miles in 
confpafl : That as"40 the Fire and Noifie -under ground, 
they were triore moderate than before; which niafe 
the Inhabitants of the llfafid hope, that they fha'll (iiort- 
ly tec an end of if. 

As for rny parr, when t confider, that -the PafFages 
Whiqh give- -vmt to the Fire, are very large, and al-noft 
in the middle of the ffLnd «, and that there is no appear¬ 
ance that the Fife will jever .make a Pailage at the Bot¬ 
tom of'the Sea, fo as to, let the Water m to cxtmguihi 
it 5 I nil of Opinion, that if may yet laft longer 
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than they imagine and that- this Phemnemon will-nsr 
have an end, ’till tb? Mine pi Sulphur* 4s entirely 
eon fumed* 


II. An Account of diVers Pyre 'Plants } lately ok~ 
ferVed 4 tn J'epeeal Curious Cardens about Lon¬ 
don, and particularly., the QmpmyoPf< 
caries Phy^tk Gard'en at CHetfcy. - By Mr. 

James Pcttyer, 

S e G. T I, Rare Engtilli Pi'ml? 

I yoijfodj- of the Walt. Polypodiurti ffltrkle, pirmuhs 
ferrans. Polypodtum alterurn C- B. in MattBi&i pig: 

8 87. Fig* Polypodium Queramun Gerard, p. 974. Fig. 
Polyppdjura 2 ., Tahern. Hiftor. 478. Fig. Poly podium. 

2.. FUicu!afi/«/S, Icon. 799. Fig* i. 'f$eki#wfcUibks y i, rCB,- 
JRigure } yvh,ich Cafpar Baulins upon* MatiMolpiY'pyifTGstdrd 
have cpppyd’, feems 'to yeftpnple,:thl5"’fcfartt in ha 'fome- 
.what waved Wings, and tip. But the P olyf odium in in on 
Dodon. Peniptad. 464- Poly pod iutn Stgerpittum- JoVfton. 

1132.;, . Polypodiurn 2 .Mattbioh. L'ugd. Hiftor. 4 230. 
which ; - Cufpur , jBaubt'ne 'makes to .be the ft trie 'With this, 
viz.. Polyp odium \ minus C-B: pin* 2. 559. ns not like it, 
but a lefs and flenderer fort of the Common. £)r folsu 
Salvadore, a very Curious Botaniji^ fent this lately from 
■Barcelona by the Name of Polypodiurn mafus fe.rrato folio 
Bawdier Icon. Infutv Kei Herb, Tours/.. 5.40, t gathered 
this Plant & May 24. A. D. 1709,. ,o,n the Wails 4}f Plact* 
Wind for (lajile, in the Apartment oFJhe PvCverend Dr. 
Manning ham, then D-:m of tint Place, and now Bishop 
of Lhichejiyr... whofe Son, a very Nice Botanijl, fir ft ob- 
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